McKinley Civic Association

September 10, 2009

Chair Betty Smith called the meeting to order at 7:33 and led the association in the pledge of allegiance. Chair John Edgar read the minutes and they were approved as corrected.

Treasurer Frank Gillespie reported that he had paid Susan for the website, Betty and the July 4th committee as approved, paid out other expenditures that Betty incurred for postage, and reimbursed Wallace Robinson $417.65 for the town watch expenditures. Our income in June was $30. We returned $280.37 to the state. We now have $2533.98, of which some will have to be paid out or returned.

Betty Smith explained a little more about the grant closeout. We bought 15 CO detectors and 15 box fans for the elderly of the neighborhood. She urged the members to look out for those who might need them. She gave the floor to DeVonne White, who introduced herself and the new social committee. Her goals for the committee are to greet new members, record some of the history of the neighborhood, and help connect seniors with those in need. 

The commissioners had a scheduling conflict and were unable to attend.

Chair Wallace Robinson updated us on the Town Watch. They have been patrolling since July 10, from 8 p.m. to midnight on weekend nights. They have also taken part in 3 parades, the 24 hour challenge, and they have worked with other town watches. We have eight volunteers. He invited further participation.

Chair John Edgar briefly mentioned the recently found By Laws. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to authorize a committee of the three chairs to draw up new bylaws to be presented at the October meeting and voted on in February (This follows the amendment procedure in the current By Laws.)

McKinley Elementary School Principal Charles Lentz  recognized the service learning awardees: Julian Lutz and Edward Bick. He mentioned some of the service done at the school: aid for soldiers in Iraq,  the needy, and a cancer support room; funding for the SPCA, pediatric cancer research, autism support, and the Ronald McDonald House. Teacher Ms. Hartzell explained the K-Kids Service Program at McKinley Elementary. Betty Smith introduced St. James awardee Andrew Sariego who read an essay explaining his service. Awardee Eva Cifelli was not able to attend. 

The candidates for the Abington School Board were invited to speak about their own service and the district's service learning program. Local resident and current school board member Jo Blumenthal chaired this portion of the meeting. 

Betty encouraged us to sign up for the yard sale, meet the candidates, pay dues, and eat cookies. We adjourned at 8:31.

