By Laws of the McKinley Civic Association of Elkins Park 

Approved February 4, 2010

Article I

Name The name of this association shall be the McKinley Civic Association of Elkins Park.

Article II

Purpose The purpose of this association is to improve and foster better relationships in the community and township; to cultivate, promote and disseminate knowledge and information; foster safety, voice grievance and work for the general improvement of the community.

Article III

Amendments


1. These by-laws may be amended at any regular meeting of the association by a two-thirds vote of the members present, provided notice of the proposed amendment shall have been given at the previous meeting. 


2. A committee may be appointed to submit a revised set of by-laws as a substitute for these by-laws only by a majority vote at a meeting of the association, or by a two-thirds vote of the executive committee.

Article IV

Policies


Section 1: This association shall be noncommercial, nonsectarian, and nonpartisan. It shall not endorse a commercial enterprise or a candidate. The name of the association or the names of any members in their official capacities shall not be used in any connection with a commercial concern or with any partisan interest, or for any other purpose than the regular work of the association.


Section 2: This association may cooperate with other organizations and agencies active in community welfare provided its representative makes no commitments that bind the McKinley Civic Association.


Section 3: There shall be fund raising activities during the year whenever the need arises.


Section 4: The McKinley Civic Association may have an attorney on call for legal counsel.

Article V

Membership


Any resident in the community interested in the purpose of the McKinley Civic Association of Elkins Park who is willing to uphold its policies and subscribe to its Bylaws may become a member upon payment of dues as hereinafter provided.

Article VI

Dues


The membership dues shall be $3 each meeting per household ($15.00 annually) payable in advance or in installments at the regular meetings. The membership dues shall be voted on annually at the first fall meeting. 

Article VII

Officers and Their Election


1. The officers of this association shall be anywhere from three to five co-chairs, a recording secretary, a financial secretary, and a treasurer.


2. Officers shall be elected annually in the month of June to take office in July and shall serve for a term of one year and/or until their successors are elected.


3. In the event of a vacancy the co-chairs have the power to appoint a successor for the remaining term.

Article VIII

Duties of Officers

Section 1: The co-chairs shall divide amongst themselves the duties of presiding at the meetings of the association, arranging the meetings of the executive committee, and all other duties that are necessary to the work of the association or assigned to them by the membership.

Section 2: The recording secretary shall record the minutes of all meetings of the organization and shall perform such other duties as may be delegated. 

Section 3: The treasurer shall receive all monies of the association; shall keep an accurate record of receipts and expenditures; and shall pay out funds with the approval and authorization of the association. The treasurer shall present a financial statement at every meeting of the association and at other times when requested by the association and shall make a full report at the annual meeting.

Section 4: The financial secretary shall collect all dues and monies and keep accurate records of all receipts and disbursements. He shall turn over all monies to the treasurer and get receipt for same.

Section 5: All officers shall:


a. Perform the duties prescribed in the parliamentary authority in addition to those outlined in these bylaws and those assigned from time to time.


b. Deliver to their successors all official material within ten days following the June meeting at which that successor is elected.

Article IX

Executive Committee 

Section 1: The executive committee shall consist of the officers of the association, and the chair of standing committees. The members of the executive committee shall serve until their successors are elected.

Section 2: The duties of the executive committee shall be 


a) To transact necessary business in the intervals between association meetings and such other business as may be referred to it by the association;


b) To present a report at the regular meetings of the association;


c) To prepare and submit to the association for approval a budget and agenda for the fiscal year.


d) Appoint a nominating chair who will preside over the annual election.

Section 3: Regular meetings of the executive committee shall be held as needed during the year, the time to be fixed by committee at its first meeting of the year, to be held prior to the September meeting of the association. A majority shall constitute a quorum.

Article X

Standing and Special Committees:

The committees may consist of


a. Auditing committee which shall check all financial books and records at the end of the year.


b. Ways and means which shall suggest and recommend ways of raising finances


c. Grievance committee which shall receive and present and initiate action on any grievance pertaining to the welfare of the community, also to follow up any action that may be necessary.


d. Public relations committee which shall promote and communicate good will between the association and the public.


e. Social Committee to welcome new neighbors, set up programs for seniors in low-income brackets, work with local businesses and religious organizations to help those in need.


f. Scholarship Committee to provide a book scholarship for a student in our area who is graduating from high school and will be attending college.


g. Town Watch Committee which shall oversee the neighborhood town watch.

Article XI

Quorum

At any regular meeting of this organization one-eighth of the total membership shall be present to constitute a quorum.

Article XII

Meetings

Section 1: Regular meetings of this association shall be on the first Thursday of September, November, February, April, and June unless otherwise called by the Association or by the executive committee. Ample notice shall be given of change of date.

Section 2: Special meetings may be called by the executive committee, ample notice having been given.

Section 3: The privilege of holding office shall be limited to members of the Association whose current dues are paid.
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Scholarship Regulations

I. Any resident of McKinley (Forrest to Fox Chase to Cedar to Township Line in Abington Township) who is graduating from high school and is applying to an institute of higher education may apply for the Association Book Award.

II. The Scholarship Committee will make known its requirements for application through its website, the local schools, and at its regular meetings.

III. Upon the timely receipt of a complete application, the Scholarship Committee (or in their absence the co-chairs) will evaluate the candidates and award the scholarships accordingly.

IV. The Book Award will consist of a $250 check to be awarded to as many candidates as funds make possible and the committee deems worthy.

V. As the amount is not large and in reality is just book assistance, the check will be mailed to the recipient upon confirmation of enrollment at the college or institution of higher learning. Examples of confirmation include letters from the registrar, class schedule showing payment of tuition, or receipt of payment of tuition plus photocopy of college student ID card. All documents must be on college letterhead.

VI. Should the fund have less than $250 available, the Book Award will be suspended until funds become available.

